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Community Foundation Being Formed for West Marin

Point Reyes Station, Calif., February 8, 2011 – A new community foundation to serve the needs of coastal West Marin, from Muir Beach to Dillon Beach, is being created by a group of local community leaders.  The West Marin Fund will provide support to the area's nonprofits and will seek to increase the overall level of philanthropy in West Marin.

As part of its launch, the West Marin Fund will meet with a number of local non-profits to survey community needs.  This spring, the fund will organize a fundraising campaign seeking larger donations than individual nonprofits normally undertake, aiming to increase donations to the region overall.  The fund will also work to increase volunteerism by residents and visitors alike.

The West Marin Fund aims to narrow the widening gap created by rising demand and reduced funding for non-profit services, while finding creative opportunities to serve the West Marin community.  One early example of seizing an opportunity is the fund’s collaboration with a local nonprofit, West Marin Commons, in which the West Marin Fund successfully negotiated a lease for an undeveloped corner lot in downtown Point Reyes, the development and management of which will be by West Marin Commons.

Steve Costa, co-owner of Point Reyes Books, and chair of the fund’s organizing group noted that, “Before the West Marin Fund became involved, this key piece of property wasn’t thought to be available for lease. We’re pleased that the Fund was able to make this happen for the community.”  Costa added, “West Marin needs and deserves its own community foundation.  Of all the nonprofits I’ve worked with over the decades, the West Marin Fund holds the greatest potential for long-term community impact.” 

"Going forward, communities will need to be more self-reliant to thrive," said Steve Kinsey, Marin County supervisor, whose district includes West Marin. “The West Marin Fund will strengthen our existing support organizations by providing them with new tools and resources to maintain and expand their missions.  What a gift this will be for our hard-working non-profits and the people they serve."

To assist in the Fund’s organization and fundraising, the organizers have engaged the services of Rob Kusel, Vice President of Essex & Drake, northern California fund raising counsel.  Dick Lemon serves as Executive Director of the Fund.

West Marin Fund organizers:

The fund is being organized by:

Julie Cassel, Executive Director of Halleck Creek Ranch and former officer or director of West Marin-Inverness School PTSA, Papermill Creek Children’s Corner, the Dance Palace and the Inverness Association/Foundation;

Steve Costa, co-owner of Point Reyes Books, and Chair of the Tomales Bay Library Association, board member of Point Reyes National Seashore Association and the advisory board of Point Reyes Farmers Market.  

Wendy Friefeld, director, founder or chair of many nonprofits, including the Dance Palace Community Center, Papermill Creek Children’s Corner, West Marin Latino Family Services group and West Marin Coalition of Agencies;

Gary Ireland, former owner of a Bay Area printing company, presently chair of West Marin Community Services and former member of the steering committee of West Marin Commons and former Chair of In Touch, a drug rehabilitation nonprofit;

Dick Lemon, retired mergers, acquisitions and corporate finance lawyer, founder of The Fundy Foundation, Napa National Bank, Chamber Music in Napa Valley and the Carneros Vineyard Run;

Michael Mery, lifelong resident of West Marin and community leader in affordable housing, health care and land use including being a director of the Coastal Health Alliance, the Inverness Association, and the Dance Palace;

Harriet Moss, founder of the Stinson/Bolinas Community Fund, has served on the boards or advisory boards of the Coastal Health Alliance, KWMR, the West Marin Health Project, Save the Bay, Friends of the River and Environmental Traveling Companions;

Cynthia Ohama, founding member and first Executive Director of the Coastal Health Alliance, Treasurer of Gallery Route One and Planet Walk, former director and officer of KWMR, the Dance Palace, Drawbridge and the Inverness Foundation;

Beth Perry, formerly Director of Operations of A Home Away From Homelessness, Interim Director of Oak Hill School in Marin City and presently board member of the Coastal Health Alliance and of the Stinson Beach Community Center;

Suzanne Speh, formerly head of the Inverness Garden Club, the Inverness Yacht Club and a founder of the West Marin Health Coalition;

Murray Suid, educator, author, film maker and co-founder of the International Movie Trailer Festival, founder of College Survival Skills, board member of Coastal Health Alliance and Planet Walk, and formerly on the fundraising committee of the Dance Palace.
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